
CONVERSING THE GOSPEL – Gospel Summaries & Outlines 

6:7  RESOURCES  

 

GOSPEL SUMMARIES 
*Adapted from Tim Keller's study in Acts 

 
What is a Gospel summary? A brief (30 second to 1 minute) yet intriguing summary of the Gospel message 
that communicates the basic idea of the Gospel.    
  
Why is it beneficial?  A Gospel summary can be helpful to quickly distinguish the Gospel from various 
misconceptions that people may have.  A summary is concise enough to share in the space of a normal 
conversation.  A summary provides enough clarity to set the Gospel apart from misconceptions (EX. The Gospel 
is about being moral) and other religions.   
 

 
GOSPEL SUMMARY - DO vs DONE  

All forms of religion, (formal or informal), can be summarized by the word 'DO.'  They tell us we have 
to perform good works and obey moral and religious laws in order to find God, to achieve forgiveness, 
nirvana, or peace. But you can never be sure you have done enough. But Christianity can be 
summarized by the word 'DONE.'  God sent His Son to earth to live the life we should live, and die on 
the cross to pay the debt we should pay for wrongs we've done. Buddha said "Strive w/out ceasing"; 
Jesus said "It is finished". (John 19:30)  Christianity says that a relationship with God is not based on 
what we DO but what Jesus has DONE on our behalf.   

  
 

GOSPEL SUMMARY - SUBSTITUTION  
You can sum up what Christianity is all about at the core with 1 word: substitution.  The Bible would 

say our ultimate problem is sin.  Sin is more than breaking a rule or a commandment.  At its core sin is 
substitution.  We substitute ourselves for God and put ourselves in the position only God deserves to be, 
the ruler of our life.  We seek to try to rule our own lives and this leaves us in a rough spot.  God answers 
this problem by substitution as well.  He substitutes His Son on the cross for us.  Jesus takes the 
punishment that we deserve by dying on the cross so that we could be brought back into a relationship 
with God. 

  
 

GOSPEL SUMMARY - SLAVERY-FREEDOM  
We were built to live for God supremely, but instead we look to love, work, achievement or morality 

to give us meaning and worth.  Therefore every person, religious or non, is worshipping something to 
get their worth. But these things enslave us with guilt (if we fail to attain them) or anger (if someone 
blocks them from us) or fear (if they are threatened) or drivenness (since we must have them). Sin is 
worshipping anything but Jesus — and the result of sin is slavery.  In Christianity we see the answer to 
this.  As a fish is only free in water, we are only free when serving Jesus supremely. For he is the only 
source of meaning that we cannot lose (freeing us from fear and anger) and that is a free gift (freeing us 
from guilt and drivenness). Our ultimate problem is slavery and Jesus actually brings freedom. 
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GOSPEL OUTLINES 
*Adapted from Tim Keller's study in Acts 
 

What is a Gospel outline?  A Gospel outline is a concise framework for understanding and sharing the basic 
facts of the Gospel.  A Gospel outline expounds on a Gospel summary to give someone all the relevant 
information needed to become a Christian.      
 

Why is it beneficial? A Gospel summary can be helpful to explain more fully:  (1) Who Jesus is?  (2) What 
did He come to do? (3) How do we respond to Him?  The summary can aid in identifying a person's specific 
objections to Christianity.   

 
GOSPEL OUTLINE - The Storyline of the Bible 

Creation - God created the world and it good.  The world was without death, disease or conflict.  
Humanity was the crown of God's creation.   
 

Fall - The crown of His creation, humanity, turned against God.  As a result, the world fell apart and all of 
creation became broken.  Selfishness, injustice, oppression, sickness and death entered the world. 
 

Redemption - Jesus Christ, God's Son, came into the world, died as a victim of injustice and as our 
substitute, bearing the penalty of our evil and rebellion on Himself.  He was resurrected from the dead 
breaking the power of death. 
 

Restoration - Jesus will return as King, judge the world and destroy all evil and death.  He will restore all 
things to how they were meant to be. 

  
GOSPEL OUTLINE - Salvation from Separation 

God - We were created by God to be in a unique relationship with Him to know Him and under His 
authority. 
 

Sin - We rebelled against God by seeking to run our own lives and breaking His law.  God, being just, 
must punish our rebellion with an eternal separation from Him.   
 

Jesus - God, in His love, sent Jesus to restore this separation.  He lived the perfect life that we couldn't 
live and this qualified Him to be our substitute.  He, through His death on the cross, paid the penalty for 
our rebellion making the way the way back to Him.  He was resurrected from the dead. 
 

Response - When we turn from our rebellion and trust in Jesus' work on the cross we are made right with 
God and brought into the family of God.   

  
GOSPEL OUTLINE - Salvation from Slavery 

Designed for Freedom - We were created by God to find our joy, worth and identity in Him. 
 

Sin has Enslaved - We rebelled against God by seeking our worth and identity in things other than Him.  
These things, rather than giving us what they promised, have enslaved us.  They enslave us with guilt and 
self-hatred (if we fail to attain them) or with anger and resentment (if someone blocks them from us) or 
with fear and anxiety (if they are threatened) or at least with drivenness (since we must have them).  
 

Redemption from our Slavery - God, in His love, sent Jesus to redeem us or buy us out of our slavery.  
He came and acted as our substitute.  He offered His life on the cross to buy us out of the penalty of our 
rebellion.  He was raised from dead securing our freedom.   
 

Freedom from our Slavery - We now can experience the freedom we were designed for by turning from 
finding our worth and identity in other things towards Him.  We receive what Christ has done on our 
behalf and are adopted into the family of God.   The relationship we were designed for is now restored.   


