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EQUIPPED FOR MISSION Seminar Series 

3/18 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION:  Embracing a Journey 
3/25 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION:  Cultivating Relationships 
4/15 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION:  Cultivating  Conversations 
4/22 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION: Cultivating  Conversations - Transitioning the Trajectory 
4/29 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION:  Cultivating  Conversations - Conversing about the Gospel 
5/6 - EQUIPPED FOR MISSION:  Working through internal and external obstacles 

 
WHY ARE WE HERE? 

 
Colossians 1:3-8 - 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,  4  because we 
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God's people—  5  the faith and love that 
spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the 
gospel  6  that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole 
world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God's grace.  7  You 
learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf,  8  and who also 
told us of your love in the Spirit. 

 
BIBLICAL FRAMEWORK  
Becoming a Christian is a journey & evangelism is entering into that journey with another person 
 
Why does this matter? 

 
Q:  Why are we sometimes attracted to thinking about evangelism primarily as an event? 
 
Q:  What problems arise when we think of evangelism primarily as an event? 

 
 
The Journey & Roles in this Journey  
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-9 - 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 
each.  6  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  7  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth.  8  He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his 
labor.  9  For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 

 
Understanding the Journey 
Coming to know Jesus is a journey from unbelief to belief in the Gospel through many decisions and discoveries.   

 
Translation of the Metaphor 

The Seed = The Gospel 
The Soil = The Heart 
The Farmer = God's People 
 

® A harvest has stages… 
 

® A harvest takes time… 
 

® A harvest is mysterious… 
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STAGES IN THE JOURNEY OF COMING TO KNOW JESUS 

 
Understanding the Roles in Helping Someone along this Journey 

2 Corinthians 4:4-6   
Acts 16:13-14  

 
Summarizing the 2 Journeys 
® Coming to know Jesus is a journey from unbelief to belief in the Gospel through many decisions and discoveries.   
® Evangelism is a journey to come alongside others to show Christ's love, cultivate a relationship and cultivate 

conversations that help them move forward in their journey by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  

NEXT STEPS ON THE JOURNEY   
® Ask God to open your eyes to see how He is working around you 
® Embrace this journey…you have a role! 
® Process your own journey of coming to know Jesus 

 

EXERCISE:  Communicating the Story of your Spiritual Journey 

PREPARATION 
Soil is prepared 
Seed is planted 

 
What is happening? People 
are being prepared to hear 
and understand the Gospel.  
Barriers that would hinder 
understanding the Gospel are 
addressed.  The Gospel is 
explained.   

 
Mini-Decisions & Discoveries: 
® Understand that they have 

a Worldview, a belief system 
® Move from disinterest to 

seeing need/importance of 
Spiritual Life  

® Become open to God’s 
Word - Become aware of 
the Bible & Jesus’ relevance 
to their life 

® Become aware of the basics 
of the Gospel 

® Overcoming various barriers 
 

Wrestling with WHY does this 
matter…the case to believe 

 

“Come & See” 
John 1:35-51 

INVESTIGATION 
Seed is cultivated 

 
 
What is happening? People 
are wrestling with who Jesus is 
and what He has done.  They 
are taking a fresh look at Him. 
 
Mini-Decisions & Discoveries: 
® Understand the meaning 

and implications of the 
Gospel  
o Who is Jesus? 
o What did He do? 
o What does He want 

from me? 
® Misconceptions of the 

Gospel being dismantled 
 
 
 
 
 

Wrestling with WHAT does this 
mean…the content to believe 

 
“Who do you say that I am?” 

Luke 9:18-20 

DECISION 
Seed produces fruit 

 
 
What is happening? People 
respond to the Gospel 
through turning from their life 
of rebellion and trusting in 
Christ's work 
 
Mini-Decisions & Discoveries: 
® Personalizing grace - 

Recognizes their personal 
need for a Savior 

® Personalizing Lordship - 
Understands what it will 
cost them to follow Jesus 

® Decide to act by 
surrendering to Jesus as 
Lord & trusting in Him as 
their Savior – may involve 
specific a Lordship decision 

 
Wrestling with HOW to 

respond…the commitment to 
believe 

 

“Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal 

life…” 
John 6:68 


