
PRAYER 
Perseverance in Prayer 

ESTABLISH & EQUIP Seminar Series 1 

 

The Seminar Series:  
Prayer – Learning the Language of Prayer 
Prayer – Our Language Guide 
Prayer – The Rhythm of Praying through Scripture 
Prayer – Confidence in Prayer 
Prayer – Perseverance in Prayer

 

BIG & BOLD PROMISES FOR PRAYER         
John 14:12-14; 15:7-8, 16; 16:22-24 

Q:  What are the first thoughts that come to mind when you read these big and bold promises from Jesus 
regarding prayer? 

 
Guardrails for the Big & Bold Promises 

GUARDRAIL #1 - _________________________ 
Our Language guide to who we pray to, the posture of our heart, and the focus of our request 
 
 
GUARDRAIL #2 - _________________________  
Advancing the kingdom and bearing fruit for the glory of the Father 

 
 

What do we learn from Jesus' big and bold promises?  
® We have a ______________ & ______________ royal Father gives us prayer to access the resources we need 

to bear fruit for His mission 
 
 

Key Question:  Why do we pray if God is sovereign?   
 

 

 

BOLD & PERSISTENT WRESTLING WITH OUR ROYAL FATHER     
Q:  Why do you think God wants us to persist in prayer?  Why does He oftentimes seem to delay in answering 
our prayers?  

 
 
Principles of bold and persistent wrestling with our royal Father 
Jesus' parables of the friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-13) & unjust judge/widow (Luke 18:1-8)  

® Perseverance in prayer is the ______________ Christian life 
 

 
® We persist in prayer when we have a ______________ need and are ______________ to meet it 

 
 
Practicals of bold and persistent wrestling with our royal Father 
“Prayer is not simply petition, but strenuous petition. It is …active pleading with God. It consists not merely in reflection on the 

promises of God but in taking hold of these promises” – Donald Bloesch 
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Abraham - Genesis 18:16-33    Jacob  - Genesis 32:22-32    Moses - Exodus 32:7-14; 33:12-23    David - Psalm 143 

® Make a case  
…His Character (Exodus 32:12; Psalm 143:1) 
…His Promises (Exodus 32:13) 
…His Passions (Exodus 32:11-12; Psalm 143:11) 
 

® Keep coming…wrestle with God corporately 
 
 

HUMBLE SUBMISSION TO HIM AS OUR ROYAL FATHER      
 

God works on us in our bold and persistent wrestling… 
® In our persistence we must wrestle with the mystery of His timing and trust in His character as He refines 

our hearts 
 

 
Key Question:  What about unanswered prayer?  How do we deal with God’s seeming silence to our persistence?   

 
 
WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE?          
  

® GO DEEPER:  Study 1 of Jesus’ parables on persistence and 1 of the examples of wrestling 
  

® Plan a time & a place to prayer through these 2 Scriptures this week 
o Pray through the Psalms:  Psalm 143 and Psalm 69 

  

® PERSIST IN PRAYER:  Build a case for 1 need based on His character, promises, and passions then go 
wrestle with your royal Father 

…His Character  
…His Promises  
…His Passions  

 
"Of all the mysteries of the prayer world, the need of persevering prayer is one of the greatest.  That the Lord, who is so loving 

and longing to bless, should have to be supplicated time after time, sometimes year after year, before the answer comes, we 
cannot easily understand.  It is also one of the greatest practical difficulties in the exercise of believing prayer.  When, after 

persevering supplication, our prayer remains unanswered, it is often easiest for our slothful flesh, and it has all the appearance 
of pious submission, to think that we must now cease praying, because God may have His secret reason for withholding His 

answer to our request.  It is by faith alone that the difficulty is overcome…It knows how, just as water, to exercise the irresistible 
power it can have, must be gathered up and accumulated, until the stream can come down in full force, there must often be a 

heaping up of prayer, until God sees that the measure is full, and the answer comes…A child so often wants to pick the half-
ripe fruit; the husbandman knows to wait till the proper time.  Man, in his spiritual nature too, is under the law of gradual 

growth that reigns in all created life."  - Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer, page 87-88, 89 
 

“In any case—pray no matter what. Praying is rowing, and sometimes it is like rowing in the dark—you won’t feel that 
you are making any progress at all. Yet you are, and when the winds rise again and they surely will, you will sail again 

before them.” - Tim Keller, Prayer, page 260 


